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used. One is reminded, for example, under Goulard's cerate that 
Goulard was a French surgeon of the eighteenth century; and under 
Bauhin's valve , that Bauhin was a French-Swiss anatomist of the six¬ 
teenth century. 

In spelling, the author designs to follow usage rather than analogy, 
according to his preface. Simplicity, at times, yields to derivation. 
He prefers the diphthong in “ btemorrhage” and all compounds similarly 
derived. He prefers “chorioid” to choroid, “anthelminthic” to anthel¬ 
mintic, but gives “ feces ” rather than fceces. 

The attention to minute detail necessary in the presentation of a work 
of this character is little appreciated by the general reader. That a 
book so accurate, so convenient in size, and withal, so complete, has been 
produced is creditable alike to author and publisher. G. E. S. 


The Diseases of the Male Organs of Generation. By W. H. A. 

Jacorson, M.Ch. Oxo'n., F.R.O.S. With eighty-eight illustrations. 

Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1893. 

Jacobson, an assistant surgeon in Guy’s Hospital, is already favorably 
known on this side of the Atlantic because of hi3 excellent work en¬ 
titled The Operations of Surgery, a work which compares, well with 
Treves’s or any other standard productions on the same subject. It is 
only fair to expect from such an author a hook of more than ordinary 
merit, and in this expectation the reviewer is not disappointed. Curling’s 
classical monograph, the scholarly volume contributed by Monod and 
Terrillon, indeed, the whole literature of the subject, has been carefully 
traversed. # ... 

In regard to the functional efficiency of a retained or ectopic testicle, 
Jacobson holds that before such a testicle has been subjected to repeated 
attacks of inflammation it is still capable of secreting healthy seminal 
fluid, and quotes cases in point. Later, however, degeneration takes 
place. In regard to the treatment of misplaced and inflamed testes, 
this, the author holds, should be palliative at first. If inflammation 
recurs, choice of operation will lie between transplanting and castration. 
Where the patient has passed adolescence, the latter operation is the one 
of choice. The complications of misplaced testes are more fully con¬ 
sidered than in any work with which the reviewer is familiar. The 
operation of orchidopexy is described in detail. 

The chapter on hydrocele and its complications is classical.. It is 
pointed out that, in the palliative treatment of hydrocele, septic inflam¬ 
mation may occur from the use of a dirty instrument, and at least one 
case of a death is recorded from this cause. In the radical cure, iodine 
and carbolic acid are the injection substances of choice. From a statisti¬ 
cal study, Jacobson states that in a cold climate there may be expected 
about 8 or 10 per cent, of relapses after injection. As to the technique 
of this injection operation, it is advised to inject about five grains of 
cocaine solution in a drachm of water; in about five minutes the iodine 
is injected without pain or fear of constitutional symptoms. At least one 
death has been recorded from the injection of a quantity of cocaine no 
larger than that advised by the author. Strapping the testicle is ad- 
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vised in from the fourth to the fifteenth day after the injection, and is 
to be repeated every few days for a few weeks, and after this a suspen¬ 
sory bandage is to be worn. 

Antiseptic incision is advised where iodine has previously failed, where 
the sac is large and has thick walls, and in certain cases where the 
hydrocele is complicated by hernia. The varieties of hydrocele are de¬ 
scribed at length, and hcematocele receives due consideration, particular 
attention being called to the condition of the testicle in many of the 
long-standing cases. 

Under the head Epididymo-orchitis, the disease commonly classed 
as epididymitis is discussed. The treatment iB that commonly advised; 
ice being recommended during the first two days. Immediate puncture 
of the vaginal tunic is advocated when acute hydrocele is present and 
there is severe pain. Puncture of the testicle itself is strongly condemned, 
except in cases of pus in this gland. The application of silver nitrate, 
one drachm to the ounce, painted with a camel’s-hair brush over the 
surface of the swelling, is also advised. In discussing the varieties 
of orchitis, the author does not omit to include that form of inflamma¬ 
tion which develops in immediate connection with acute tonsillitis. 

The section on Tubercular Testis is one of the best in the book. In 
summarizing the treatment, Jacobson advises general hygienic directions 
in the early stages. In a certain number of well-to-do patients it is safe 
to wait until softening has occurred ; then the sharp spoon is employed. 
Castration is advised when erasion fails,'when the body of the testicle is 
involved, and when hydrocele, especially the purulent form, is present. 
It is stated that tuberculosis of the testicle is more common in infants 
than is usually thought to be the case. The operation of castration is 
fully described. 

.In discussing Masturbation, the author calls attention to the fact that 
this habit is by no means rare in infants, and recommends as a part of 
his treatment circumcision without an anzesthetic. Under the general 
heading, Diseases of the Testicle, is given Continence as a sub-heading. 
The author strongly insists on the teachingthat this is entirely compatible 
with health, an opinion with which most practitioners will coincide. 

While speaking of spermatorrhoea, it is stated that, apart from noc¬ 
turnal emissions, there is no such thing as escape of seminal fluid without 
the patient being aware of it. This ground is scarcely tenable. 

Sexual hypochondriasis is treated by general hygienic directions and 
internal medication. The application of nitrate of silver to the prostatic 
urethra is also advised. In discussing the beneficial effect of marriage 
upon such patients, Jacobson voices the feeling of every right-minded 
man in saying: “ A wife is not to be looked upon as a mere therapeu¬ 
tical agent.” 

The chapter on Impotence closely follows the teaching of Gross,-to 
whom due credit is given. This subject and Sterility are briefly 
treated. 

The second part of the book is devoted to Diseases of the Cord. Here, 
again, the classification is admirable. In discussing Varicocele, it is stated 
that the operation is advisable when the dilated veins prevent entrance 
to public service, when the disease persists, or steadily increases, in spite 
of treatment, and is accompanied by much annoyance, when the testicle 
is undergoing atrophy. The operation of choice is the antiseptic excision 
of the dilated veins. 
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Excision of the scrotum as an adjunct to operation on the cord, is not 
meniioned. 

The third part of the book deals with affections of the scrotum. The 
little that is known in regard to disease of the seminal vesicles is well 
summarized in the few pages devoted to this subject. 

The book closes with a full section on Diseases of the Penis. In treat¬ 
ing of phimosis, attention is called to the fact that hernia frequently 
complicates it, and that it is a common cause of premature sexual excite¬ 
ment. Usually, circumcision is to be advised, excepting when the patient 
is the subject of hemophilia or diabetes. Minute directions are given 
for the performance of the operation. 

There is an extremely interesting chapter upon chronic induration of 
the erectile tissue of the penis. In considering priapism, it is stated 
that this affection may be an early symptom of leukaemia. Its associa¬ 
tion with gout is, of course, well known. There are no new suggestions 
in regard to treatment. 

After describing amputation of the penis for epithelioma, Jacobson 
states that castration is in many cases to be performed in connection 
with this operation. 

It is to be hoped that in a subsequent edition of this work, which un¬ 
doubtedly will be called for, the author will append a section upon dis¬ 
eases of the prostate, since this is beyond cavil a genital organ. It 
cannot be claimed that there is much new or original advanced by Jacob¬ 
son. This could scarcely be expected, since the ground has previously 
been so fully traversed in the famous monographs already mentioned, 
and in the special articles found in systems and encyclopaedias, such, for 
instance, as those of Duplay and Reclus, Holmes’s, and the German and 
French encyclopaedias. The especial value of the present work lies in the 
fact that the author has enlarged the admirable structure built by his 
predecessors, by the addition of nearly everything of importance bearing 
on this subject which has appeared iu modern literature; that he has 
arranged and formulated detailed knowledge so that it is readily accessi¬ 
ble, and that he has been scrupulously careful to allot credit where it is 
due. The work is worthy of the cordial support of the profession. It 
is well illustrated and carefully indexed. American writers will find 
that their contributions have not been slighted. E. M. 


Electricity in Diseases of Women and Obstetrics. By Franklin 
H. Martin, M.D., Professor of Gynecology Post-graduate Medical School 
of Chicago, Attending Surgeon Women’s Hospital of Chicago, Gynecolo¬ 
gist to the Charity and Post-graduate Hospitals, Member of the Chicago 
Gynecological Society, and of the American Gynecological Society, etc. 
Second edition. Chicago: W. T. Keener Company, 1893. 

Perhaps it is too much to expect that a work on electrical gynecology 
should be written by an accomplished physicist. It is certainly true 
that no real student would go to a work of the limits of that before us 
for his knowledge of electrical science. Consequently much of the 
material in the four opening chapters is out of place. It constitutes a 
strange admixture of the extreme elementary, the purely technical, and 



